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{Copyright. 1915, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay.

HE war with Europe is throw-
ing the trade of Urusuay into
the lap of the United States.
There is now n strong preju-

dice here In our favor. Within the past
filve years more than 50,000,000 of
American money have been invested in
the republlc and the present situation
caused by the troubles in Eurepe de-
mands more and more money. French
and German loans are now impossible.
The British are cutting down their
South American investments, and
everything financial and commercial is
coming our way. Up until last year,
when the war hegan, Great Britain
had planted more than $250.000,000 in
Uruguay, It kad built and financed
most of the railways. It had great In-
terests In cattle and meat factories,
and its people still have large estancias
here and thers over the country. The
chief public utilities of Montevideo
have offices in London, where they are
practically owned. This is so of the
Montevideo Gas Company, the water-
works, the street railways and the
telephones and electric lights. Tt is
also true of the most important rail-
ways.
-
* ¥

Much of the national debt of Uruzuay
Iz held in Threadneedle street. The
eountry has public loans amounting to
$%5,000,000, which are secured by the
customs receipts., These are coliected

daily. This debt {= administered by a
vouncil of foreign bondholders in
London, and the agents here are the

London and River Plate Bank, a Brit-
ish instirution. Uruguay has also other
deois . mounting to thirty-filve or forty
millions, which were arranged for by
Glyn, M lls, Currie & Co., and additional
loans are now needed which will prob-
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ahly be offered to the United States.
Urunguay credit is excellent. Its gold
dollar Is worth three cents more than
our gold dollar, and the government ia-
sues no paper currency whatever. The
country is noted for its sound finances
and its substantial wealth. Its trade
steadily increases and its foreign com-
merce now amounts to more than $100,-
000,000 per annum.

Among the big American institutions
recently established in Uruguay
is the great packine establishment of
Swift & Co. here at Montevideo. This
has an output of 800 cattle and 1,000
sheep dally, and it i= dnine a business
running up into thr millions. It has
one of the finest packine houses in the
Rio de la Plata basin, and it is getting
the pick of the stock offered fo- eale.
When it is remembered that Uruguay
has more than 8,000,000 head of cattle
and 26,000,000 sheep it will he seen
that this business will eventuallvy as-
sume enormous proportions. I under-
stand that the Swifts will probably in-
crease their plant, and tha® Armour,
Morris & Co. and the Sulzbergers
are arranging to enter the fleld and
construct large packing plants. The
Cudahys are negotiating for similar
privileges.

An immense deal of American money
might be used in the railroad develop-
ment of Uruguay. The government
heres recently made a contract with the
Farquhar syndicate to bulld roads from
Montevideo for a distance of 200 miles
to Carmen to join the Midland rail-
way, ard branch lines from there of
from fifty to 100 miles more. In {ts
concessions the government agrees to
pay the ecnst of construction and a
profit of 10 per cent to the builders.
The payments are to be In honds of
Uruguay's foreign debt tak-n over at
the rate gquoted for them on the Paris
stock exchange at the time the pay-
ments are made. These bonds yield
i per cent Interest. The Farquhar
company has also extensive Ilines in
Brazll over which it s now sending
through trains to connect with the
Montevideo railroads. This has made
it possible to go from Rio de Janelro
to Montevideo on comfort ole cars;
and the day will come when there will
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be fast expresgses from one capital to
the other. The distance from Monte-
video to Rio is almost as great ns firom
London to Constantinople,

The actual number of miles is 1.967
and the running time just about four
daya. The fare is §75 United States
CUrrency. The rpute goes over the
Uruguay Central to the Brazillan fron-
tier. where it connects with the roads
of Rio Grande do Sul. It then goes
about a thousand miles northward to
San Paulo, and thence over the Cen~-
tral Railroad of Brazil to Rio de Janei-
ro. The Brazillans are extending their
roads north of Rio Janelro and they
will eventually unite with the coast
ports and extend to Para, at the mouth
of the Amazon. We shall then be able
to go from the mouth of the Amazon to
1.?1_01 mouth of the Rlo de la Plata by
rail.

The Farquhar company has its chief
offices In New York clty and Its rolling
stock and the most of its materials for
construction are being purchased in the
United States. Among the articlea
bought are spruce and yellow plne lum-
ber for buildings, white ocak for ties,
cement telegraph poles and. bridge
stee]l and steel raifls. Something like
one hundred flat cars and engines and
other rolling stock have bheen recently
shipped.

Another American company, which
will probably do more business as the
finanecial conditions improve, is the
Fan-American Transcontinental rail-
way, This has a capitalization of $18,-
000,000. Its project Is to build a road
in a northeasterly direction acroas the
republic from the city of Colonia to the
Brazilian border. It i{s the first Amer-
ican railway to enter the Rio de Ia
Flata region; and its scheme will open
up a very valuable country which is
now largely undeveloped. At present
it is mostly pasture, consistine of roll-
ing prairie, broken here and there by
low ridges. The number of cattle, in
the departments crossed by the route, is
estimated at two millions, and the num-
ber of sheep at ten milllons. More-
over, the sofl is sald to be rich, grow-
ing alfalfa and yieldinz something like
forty bushels of wheat to the acrre. 1
would =ay that the latter estimate
meems extravagant,

This Pan-Am-~rican Transcontinental
Railway Company Is a part of a great
trunk line which was proj-cted to con-
nect the roads of North and South
America Its ultimate object is the
~ompletion of a rapid and direct rail-
way communication hetween Valparaiso
and the Pacific by wav of Arzentina,
Trupguay and Brazil to Pernambuco on
the Atlantic. from which pointslines of
steamers will establish rapld com-
munication with Europe and North
America. Tt will also be a continuation
of the ilne running southward from the
United States through Mexico to the
Isthmus of Panama, and from there
down through Colombia., Ecuador, Feru,
Bolivia and Chile. When the work here
was originally started—it has been
stopped since then for lack of money—
it was under the Natinnal Railway
Conretructinn Company. It had an office
at Montevideo, and the englneering
force and clerks were Americans, At
one time it had nearly a thousand men
working on the construction, The most
of them were Italians,

®
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As to the present railway systems of
Uruguay, they have a'tesether about
1,600 miles of lines. Outside the Ameri-
can enterprises there are five great
railway companies, each of which re-
ceives government guarantees.
most important by far is the Central
Cruguay, which operates in th neigh-

borhood of a thousand miles of track,
and has net receipts of almost three

The*

milllons a year. Its main line earns
313,000 or $14,000 a mile, and the gross
receipts of the system are more than
$6,000,000. The Central handles annu-
ally more than a million tons of
freight, about a million and a half head

of live stock and something like
seventeen hundred thousand passen-
gers. Its capitalization 18 a little over
£12.000,000, not Including its honded

indebtedness, and its dividends are from
O to T per cent ger annum,

The Midland 1'ruguay has a capitali-
zation of about twelve milllons in
stocks and bonds, It has about 500
miles of track, and it connects with
the chief ports of the Uruguay river.
The Northwestern Uruguay and the
Uruguay Northern and KEast Coast
railways are still smaller,

In short, the whole country is on the
edge of its railway development. Uru-
Buay is twice as large as the state of
Indiana and intensively cultivated it
wlll support a large population. At
present there is hut one city of size,
Montevideo, and thils {s practically the
only port of the country. It has about
400,000 inhabitants. The next town in
Importance is Pysandu on the Uruguay
river. It Is one of the centers of the
meat industry. It has 20,000 popula-
tion. Salto and Mercedes are atill leas
in size. The totkl population of Uru-
guay I8 not as great as that of Phila-
delphia.

Uruguay has been hard hit by the
war. A general moratorium was estab-
lished last August and It continued un-
til the latter part of January. Specle
payments are to remain suspended un-
til the end of the war, but the Bank
of the Hepublic fs authorized to issue
gold notes against any specie that may
be deposited in forelgn countries to
tha gredit of thelr I gations in Monte-
video. An internal loan of $5,000,000
has been floated to meet the situation,
and, to increage the revenues, it is pro-

posed to levy a tax of 6 cents per head
on all the cattle and 1 cent a head on
smaller stock. There wlll probably be
an additional Import tax of 3 per cent
and other tax levies may be made. At
the present time businesa is growing
hetter. :

U'ruguay is now ripe for American
trade and our business men should
study the market. So far the balance
has been against u=. We have hought
a large proportion of the wool and
hides that Uruguay sells, and of late
we have added to this our importation
of heef. Our exports to Uruguay have
bheen small, although they are con-
stantly increasing. As it is now we
furnish about one-tenth of the imports.
This I8 not half as much as comes In
from the British, who have the lead in
both investments and trade. They have
large importing houses. They own the
chlef coal supply yards and a large de-
partment store. The Germans have es-
tablished branches of the chief busi-
ness houses of Hamburg and Bremen.
Tp to the time of the war the German
steamship lines were among the most
popular that called at Montevideo. and
they had a large share of the carrying

trade.
.
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Ag to the French, they had the chief

business in wines and liquors. They
gold most of the fancy drysoods and

millinery, and had practically the
monopoly of the trade in women's ap-
parel.

There are a number of American
firms in Montevideo and some of them
have been established for years. The
chief companies handle wvarious kinds
of American machinery. They sell our

cush registers, our best known type-
writers and adding machines, and a

great deal of electrical machinery.
The Frigerifice Montevideo, which be-
longs to Americans, has a capltal of
$2,000,000, and It hns erected fifteen
buildings for its cooling, freezing and
packing departments. The West India
0il Cmpany, operating under a New
Jergey charter, does a large business
in the importation of kerosene and
gasoline, and there are other firms
that hamile our motor cars, and espe-
cinlly eertain cheap ones that are
everywhere known.

The Truguay Weekly News, in a re-
cent issue, estimates the American In-
terests hers outside the railways as
having an aggregate r‘apital of 32u,-
ann,no0. This is comparatively little in
contrast with that of some other coun-
tries,

There ghould be A big increase in our
exports to Uruguay. This is espe-
cially so as to coal, lumber and agri-
cultural machinery. Uruguay annually
buvs $2,000.000 or $3,000,000 worth of
coal, and four-fifths of this has been
coming from Cardiff in Wales. The
prices for anthracite run as high as
%13 or %14 a ton, and the import duty
on all coal Is based upon a valuation
of %10 a ton. There are opportunities
to get ceal contracts for supplying the
government, the raiiway companies and
the various factories, and also for the
coal needed -by the public utility com-
panles and that used by the city.

*
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As to motor vehicles, the government
is planning a new system of public

roads, and the automobile is steadlly
growing in favor. The laws of Monte-

video, however, require that every
motor car must be tried on the road
by an officlal inspector hefore it is

turned over to the owner, and that only

ONE
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elps Trade in South America
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such cars as have the necessary safety

appliances can be licensed All motor
machines, and in fact all kinds eof
goods, ehould correspond exactly to the

specifications of the order. Complaints
are made that the Amerlcan goods are
often not up to the samples. One firm
mentions having recently ordered o
two-wheeled trap and receiving In-
stead a four-wheeled surrey. Upon
complaint being made the American ex-
porter replied that there was no
ground for trouble as the vehicle sent
was of a higher price than that which
was ordered. Nevertheless the TUru-
gnev firm refumed tn take the =urrey.
There are good openings here for Amer-
fean furpiture. Uruguay h=s fine hnmes
and the better houses of Monteviden are
as wa'l furnished as those of any cty f

=im lar size 'n the United States Fine
wal! papers are in demand, h:'rdwnood

floors can be =old. and tha' in fine pat-
terns. Fanecy tlles are much used. At
present the most of the honsehnld fur-
niture Is German. Tt ‘s massive, ex-
per=ive and uglv: and. just now, ‘he
supply 18 shut out by the war. Amerl-
can office furn'ture is s-ld and so are
Ameriean pianos. American hardware
machine tools and agricnltural imple-
ments are popular and are crowdng out
all English and German-made wares of
a similar nature The s*me 's true of
wind-mills, dairy implements and wash-
fng machines, 1 see that mnst nf the
stores have d'gn'ay cases, and am told
*hat store furniture can be sold. Thesa
reople urderstand the art of window
dressing, but one should know just what

thev want and how goods are sold. For
instance. if von want to bhuv a necktle
or a su't of underciothes von mav do

so in a harher shop. The shaving estahb-
lishment is confinad to the hark, ‘}-ED
front heipz a store devo'ed to men's
furnishine eoods and especially to dress
<hirts crllars and ties

The husness of nur stee! comnanles is
increasing, More and more steel work
is reguired 'n large hu'ldinzs, and t_.he
varirs pub'ic works under wav are using
structural =teel. The new r:n‘-"'\':':_vs: need
all kinds of eonirment ‘The wha'e conn-
try ig bheing gradually fene? and there
is a bhig demand for barbed and woven

NEW HALLS OF CONGRESS NOow

BUILDING.

wire. The houses and shacks of the !n-
terior are roofed with galvanized Iron.
Amerlcan machinery of all kinds is in
demand.

x .
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American shoes can be sold here. Tha
people want foolgear of a high grade
only, and they will pay the price. The
Amer'can men's shoe is advan-inz ‘mn
favor, and those for m sses and chidren

are largely sold. In Montev'deo men's
$3 shoes =ell for $6 or $7. and ur fanoy
lines run to %10 and urward. Thi=s i=s g0
notw'thetanding that the pativa £ ~tories,
equipred wth our sheemalk nx \....._1_
¢ry, make shoes which retail for much
‘eEs,

A large part of onr trade with Tru-
ruay i in the hides ana sk'n= a7 which
our leather is made Th- evrorts of
these articles amount to $30.00000° and
upward per annum o° which ‘ully one-
third goes to the TUnitel States. We
get from Uruguay oxskins, cowskins
and kidskins, and also calfskins and
horsehides. The hides are prepared
largely at the saladeros or jerked beef
factories, and they are shipped in great
bales all over the world.

Tn addition the country has an ex-
tensive tanning business Thare are
thirty-two tanning establishments in
Montevideo alone, with an output of
something like a thousand sides o sole
leather a day The chief tanning ma-
terial i® guebracho wood, which in
brourht down from Paraguay, although
tannine extracts of oak and chestnut
are irmported from Italy.

T'ruguay is also importing tanned
leather. It gets patent calf from Bel-
gium and Germany, kidskins for gloves
from France, and patent coltskins from
Franes and the United States, We sell
it 70 per cent of all its patent sheep-
<kins and poatskins and also glazed kid
and various kinds of leathers “or fancy
shoes. FRANK G. CARPENTER.

Plans Great Recreation Ground in Potomac Park for People of Waghingﬁtpn

MAMMOTH recreation ground

for grown-ups, so universal in

appeal that the lover of practi-

cally every sport will find the
means of indulging his favorite pas-
time; so central Iin location that the
business man and the government clerk
need waste no precious moments after
office hours In reaching it, and so cos-
mopolitan In establishment that the
multi-millionaire can find congenlal
companionship as well as the man who
works for a small wage.

Such = the gigantic plan now under
way in Washington, thus giving to the
capital a recreation ground egualed in
no other world center, and far out-
shining all other similar places in this
country.

Furthermore, Uncle Sam {s backing
the project, financlally a= well as in
every other way,

*
-

The Jlocation for this recreation
ground is that portion of Potomac Park
east of the rallway tracks It {s a
niece of ground which on the old maps
of the District was deslgnated merely
as “river.” In other words, it Is “made
rround.” Twenty-eight vears ago the
wwrk of making solid land of what now
ronstitutes a part of Potomac Park
was begun by building a stone wall and
then pumping out the water. Work
progressed slowly., but one of the ear-
liest accomplishments was the bullding
of a road along the side nearest the
river wall and lining it with trees.
These trees are today among the most
beautiful in Potomae Park

Although Washingtonlans who are
unable to own automobiles, or have
thus far not avalled themselves of the
“fitney” method of exploring Potomac
Tark, may be unfamillar with the loca-
tion of the ground for the recreation
park, it is probable that there are few
people who have lived in the District
for any length of time who are naot
familiar with it from afar. Summer
tourists to Mount Vernon, Marshall
Hall and Indian Head have ample op-
nortunity to see |t as the steamer
“wings out into the river. The plece of
land, which g, in reality, a =pit, di-
vides the Washington channel, or rnorth
rhannel, from the Georgetown channel,
and can be seen 1o the west as the
boats begin their journeys, Some iden
of it= size can he gained from the fact
that its dimensions are about one and
a half miles long by a little over one-
half mile wide. Thi= same strip of
Tand was brought Into a certaln amount
of prominence a few vears ago when
the Department of Agriculture secured
it for an experiment station, using the
<ol] to test sceds. The station was still
in operation when the present plans
were formed, and the department was
requested to move across the river.

*
*

“ould some magiclan bring forth a
n:odel of this falry ground as it is at
pregent in the mind of Col. Willlam W
Harts, who Is in charge of public bulld-

ngs and grounds, and who in that
ipacity will have charge of this new
pleasure spot, Washingtonians who love
s=port would be tempted to think they
had chanced upon some Aliadin’s lamp,
Vast ax is the scale upon which this
cereation ground is planned, it s
cevertheless practieal, and will provide
~port-loving Washingtonians who are

wow deprived of any considerable out-
#t for their favorite pastimes the best
vailable means of enjoying them-
vlves,

Here s &u itentized list of what the

prc,‘;{em_ plang call for In the recreation
park:

A wvast stadlum, one eighteen-hole
zolf course, forty tennis courts, six
base ball diamonds, two gridirons, two
cricket flelds, two bathing pools, with
suitable house adjacent for dressing
room purposes; a boating area connect-
ing the two channels, band stand, golf-
house and refreshment house, as well
as general pienic grounds.

f; speaking of the plan Col. Harts
sald:

“At the present time we are in the
position of chess players. We have the
board and the men, represented by the
ground and the varlous amusements
which are to be constructed. Our task
now s placing them to the greatest
advantage in the given ground. That

is by no means an easy problem, for
much has to be considered.
“As it stands this ground is hardly

more easy of accesR to the average
Washingtonian than is any one of the
clubs around the city if he owns no
automohbile. But we have overcome
that obstacle by making plans for a
loop which will connect the groumis
with the heart of the city and form a
regular portion of the route of one of
the car lines here. The car company
has already promised to make the nec-
essary arrangements as soon as Con-
gresa grants the franchise. But even
with this obstacrle overcome, there yet
remalns the prohlem of so placing the
various flelds, pools, etc, in such a4 way
that some of them will not still be
considerable walking distance from the
car line. That is the problem we are
now endeavoring to solve.

“The one certajnty, so far as position
is conecerned, is the golf course. That
will be placed at the end of the splt
tapering off into the channel. And
even Iin the Instance of this we are
unahle to determine just how far up
toward the broad end it will run. But
it 18 certain to be a full eighteen-hole
course.

-
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“At the present time golf {s practi-
eally prohibitlve to a large percentage
of people residing here who, if they
could, would take an active Interest In
the game, and who are, In fact, lovers
of golf. The reason for this ia the fact
that at present the mvallable llnks are
either private or belong to clubs hav-
ing alreasly long walting lists. To play
golf need not entall any great expen-
diture of money In so far as the gamec
itself ia concerned, Four clubs at per-
haps 22.50 apiece and the balls at from
50 te 75 cents each constitute the es-
sential equipment. The great expense
comes In the maintenance of the course
itself, an item which in a club llnks
must be shared by the maembers and
which consequently helps to make the
necessary dues what they are. T1F the
grass 's not kept short and ermooth gnd
the grounds cared {or constently the
course immediately hecomes nnsulitable,
and to play on it is far from heing a
pleasure, -

“With the course to be constructed
tn the PPotomnc Park grounds the ob-
gtacles thus enumerated will be re-
moved, for 2ll care of the grounds will
be done at government expense. And
there is no reuson why the course
should not compare favorably with any
wbout the clty. To be sure, the ground
at the present time is rather flat, but
that is a feature which can be over-
come, It is our intention im all the
vaurtous flelds to be bullt to make them
a8 modern and technically correct as
is callad for by the most professional
rules. Adjacent to the links will 'be a
house containing all necessary lockers,
showers and all the other convenlences
which constitute a well equipped club-
housea.™

While it must be admitted that Col.

Col. William W. Harts, in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds, Working on Idea
of a Playground for Grown-ups—Golf Course, Base Ball Diamonds, Tennis Courts, Foot
Ball Fields, Etc., for Washingtonians—The Proposed Stadium and the Bathing Pools.
Congress to Be Asked for Appropriation at Next Session, and as Soon as Money Is Ob-
tained the Work Will Be Started—Fields for High School Drills and Exhibitions.

PHOTO TAKEN FROM THE TOP OF THE MONUMENT, SHOWING AREA (MARKED WITH A CROSS) OF PROPOSED RECREATION GROUNDS.

Harts has a special interest in the golf
course, due to his personal love for the
game, his plans for all the other fields
are no less attractive, while the picture
he draws of the stadium ls particularly
alluring.

L
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Under present' plans this stadium will
be of sufficlent size to fill any demand
which may be placed upon it, not un-
der present conditions so much as un-
der the conditions which its exlstence
should arouse, according to Col. Harts.
It will have a permanent seating
capacity of about 4,000, these seats to
be placed in the relative position of
what would form the grandstand. At
either slde will be sufficlent space to
allow for making temporary Bseats to
a sufficient number to seat any gather-

ing.
“It i= my bellef and hope that such

a stadium would mean much to Wash-
ington,” sald Col. Harts. “It would
come Into immediate use for a vast
number of games and should prove
an incentive to the formation of many
teams and clubs. All the interacholas-
tic games could be held there, high
school drills, track meets and all the
other echool exhibitions now held else-
where. But that would not be all. I
firmly believe that with a suitable
place within easy distance teams would
be formed among the department clerks
and others here, with the result that
the fleld of sport in Washington would
be Erently broadened. There Is nothing
to hinder such a condition of affairs.
Many men now In the government de-
partments are men with college de-
grees and college athlstic records. And
outside the departments the same
things holds true.”

The ground upon which it is planned
-

to build these various amusement flelds
comprises 327 acres, or an area larger
than that devoted to similar purposes
in any other capital of the world, or
elsewhere in this country. The general
idea of municipal recreation grounds,
however, has been tried In numerous
citles in the United States with re-
markable success. Boston, De Molnes,
Chicago and New York have municipal
golf links comprising one or mors
courses, while other flelds, such as ten-
nis courts and base ball diamonds, have
proven equally as popular. In Chicago
and New York recreation grounds of an
extensive character are being success-
fully maintained and each day in the
summer furnish healthful exercise and
outdoor air to hundreds of people,
young and old. But while the success
which thess recreation grounds have
achieved has helpad te make more
pretentlous ‘plans appear feasible, the

grounds being planned by the office of
public buildings and grounds are in no
way patterned after them.

*
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The idea itself as applled to Wash-
ington is not new, inasmuch as numer-
ous amusement spots dot the city under
the management of Col. Harts' office.
Twenty-three tennis courts, an equal
number of base ball diamonds, one polo
fleld, one cricket field, & practice golf
course, riding jumps, bridle paths
throughout the Mall and park, swim-
ming and boating in the tidal basin
come under the jurisdiction of his
office. In the matter of the manage-
ment of such a mammoth affair as the
amusement grounds planned for the
city, Col. Harts is of the opinion that
it will prove no more difficult than

-

carlng for the grounds already estab-

ished. .
- "‘lj‘nrlnr the present :1trmm:r'mr‘rnt.
explained, “persons desiring 10
telEniH courts or base ball diamonds
must apply to this office for a [\s_'r‘nll.l,
for a stated time and hour. Permits are
granted for o period of n month, al-
lowing the bearer the use of the ground
at a certain hour on certain days each
week, and for a certain length of time.
At the expiration of the month new
permits are issued, and a change =
usually made in the hour. This
necessary, as by far the larger per-
centage desire the grounds at the same
time, and If some rule was not enforced
whereby an equal division could he
made one party would monopolize a
court or diamond. :

“Ag far as barring undesirable per-
sns from the privileees of anv erounls,
it will be no more difficult in the care
of a single large area than it is with
numerous scattered ones. If a set of
boys are not making the proper use of
a base ball fleld, we very soon hear of
it. It is necessary to maintain a force
of men to ecare for the grounds we al-
ready have charge of, and they see
that the privileges of the grounds are
not abused. In the large ground now
under consideration it is probable that
;2 nominal fee will be charged, which,
while it will place the use of the
grounds above no one's means, will
have the effect of keeping away thoss
who might prove undesirable. And
then, too, provision will be made to
keep out of distance to those enjoying
the grounds persons drawn there mere-
1y by curlosity. That in a short time
ghould free the grounds of all who
have not a real desire to enjoy the
privileges, and a person coming under
this classification should hardly prove
objectionable.”

he

is
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Just how long It will take to build
this gigantic playground for grown-
ups and how much money will be
needed are two questions which Col.
Harts finds himself unable to answer.
He makes the emphatic statement,
however, that a beginning will be made
just as soon as Congress appropriates
sufficlent money, and that as soon as
the next session convenes plans would
he in shape to show the appropriations
committee, together with such induce-
ments as might he necessary to bring
about a speedy granting of funds.

“The length of time required ls diffi-
cult to determine,” declared Col. Harts.
“The whole thing i= too large to specu-
late about or to attempt to run up over
night. 1 should say that ten years
would be needed to fully complete such
a recreation ground as {8 now contem-
plated. It must be understood that such
a project builds upon itself, one thing
suggesting another. If this is to be
what we hope for it, the finest of its
kind, it must be a thing of gradual
growth. Hasty plans and construction
would be ruinous. KEach base ball dia-
mond and tennis court will be made as
pgrfect in the matter of construction
a8 the most critical professional could
demand. When a thing is to be gone
into as painstakingly and thoroughly
as we are planning to do, it neces-
sarily takes time.

“And in the matter of expense, much
the same thing holds true. What we
plan for now cannot be computed into
dollars and cents. Take, as a single
example, the golf course. If it 18 neces-
sary to make artificlal knolls to any
considerable extent, the cost of mak-
ing the course will be greatly in-
creased. Yet at the present time, when
we have gone no further in the actual
work than to begin olearing the
ground, to tell whether or no this will
be necessary is out of the guestion.

. " -t

And so the cost must

(e thing i3 certain, however, and that
is that work will be pusn . 1
am rapidly as money is appio 1
from CoOngress. That mea=

present plans mature, and we get the
funds when we hope, next Suitina ¥ w..d
see the opening of at least a few of |
fields and will g've to the people here n!
least a concrete ‘dea of what s bein:
planned for ultimate fulfillment.’

Washington Window Gardens.

HE window box and the porch box
garden have gained in popularity
in Washington =o that flowers hiossom
in many places where they never
bloomed before. FEach season #N
increase In the number of these patches
of brightness and the number will con-
tinue to increase annually as apprecia-
tion of the little gardens spreads.

Along the residence sitreets one sees
window gardensa radlant with the col-
ors of thoee persistent bloomers,
Chinese pinks, and with dianthus, that
brilliant old garden pink which is
often known under the name of Scotch
pink, or garden pink.

As in the borders, the circles and
flower beds in the hack garden, the
nasturtium {s a favorite in the window
box garden, where its graceful habit
of growth and brilllant-colored lowere
are very effective. It often grows bet-
ter and shows to greater advantage in

Bees

the box garden than in the larger
garden.
The brilliant-hued, broad, trumpet-

like blossoms of the petunias are grow-
ing in thousands of the clty's window
gardens and giving great pleasure to

thelr owners and to all others who
look upon them.
In hundreds of the box gardens

lobelia grows, a slender stemmed, dell-
cately graceful plant, bearing esmall
blue flowers, and which experts say Is
one of the most desirable plants for
window boxes, because of ita graceful
growth habit and constant bloom.
Then there {8 mignonette, which every-
body knows and esteems as one of taa
most fragrant of our common flowers,
Another of the window garden favor-
ites is that ancient friend, sweet alys-
sum, a low-growing, spreading plant
with small white and very sweet-
scented fAowers which are produced In
abundance and which some floral au-
thorities say might well be called
mininture candytuft.

In these little gardens one sees &
good deal of ageratum, a compact-
growing, hardy plant which produces
a constant succession of white, light
blue or purple flowers, and with ager-
atum is sometimes found cacalia, &
slender, graceful plant and a persistent
bloomer bearing tassel-shaped, bright,
orange-colored flowers.

Among the many dther flowers
blooming in the little window gardens
of Washington are zinnias, snap-

dragons, poppies, helichryaum, or the
“etrenal flower"”; pansies, asters, Cali-
fornia poppies and calendula.

He Dtserved it.

OBERT W. CHAMBERS, the novel-
1st, &t the Century Club in New
York the other day told a story.

“8Bmith,” he began, “was brooding
over his cocktall, gloomily.

“‘I'm not going home to dinner tos
night,! Bmith sald. ‘T've quareled with
my wife.’

“Quarreled with your wife, sh? said
I. “What about?

“Why,” Bmith explalned. ‘my wife .
sald that young Mrs. Desh was pretiy,
and I agreed with her'"”



